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depth of the Soviet and European satellite countries' defenses and the
quality of the Israeli system deny U-2 coverage of those areas. The
area within the lethal radius of a SAM site anywhere in the world is
denied to the U-~2 in its present configuration, but will become open to
‘the improved U-2. ’

6. The collection capability of the U-2 in its present or proposed
form compares favorably with other systems in that it produces a high-
quality product at a competitive cost. It is a more economical instru-
ment to collect photography in lesser-defended areas than is the A-12/
SR-71, which should be reserved initially, at least, for areas the U-2
cannot penetrate. Drones, TAGBOQARD or Model 147, are committed
to a pre-programmed track which is flown only if the guidance system
is 100% accurate for the entire misaion. A manned aircraft (U-2
included) can be kept on track or returned to track if and when it be-
comes necessary. In this respect the U~2 is more likely to photograph
a specific target, given the same conditions. As a complement to satel-
lite systems, the U-2 can be effective and economical for a significant

 time, c¢ertainly in the 1967-1970 period. As the search/surveillance
satellite detects targets worthy of more detailed examination, it also
surveys approaches to those tax Here we have not only target
identification but also an up~to-date exposure of defensive sites. This
information is the data on which selection of the most profitable follow~-on
coverage can be made. GAMBIT may be needed but may also be pro-

- grammed for a higher priority. On the other band, the U-2 may be able
to do the job equally as well, quicker and cheaper.
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7. Clearly then, ‘ther'e is a need for a less vulnerable, flexible

' reconnaissance system capable of acquiring high-resolution photography.
Such a system could be a follow-on aircraft to the U-2 which would in-~
corporate an additional altitude capability, a more effective and integrated
defense and countermeasurés system, and an airframe clean of external
_drag items. Continuing positive efforts are being made to improve the A
current U-2's performance through a weight-saving program to increase
altitude, through improved ECM, and through new tactics. Although sig-
nificant progress has already been made, there is, however, a limit
which the current U-2 can achieve through such measures, and it falls

- short of the desired gains a new model can provide. The increased
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